Connecting
Research to Action
We create solutions that improve the lives
of children, families, and communities.
Our unique history, focused mission, and close
affiliation with one of the world’s leading research
institutions—the University of Chicago—have
created an unprecedented research center
dedicated to promoting the well-being of
children, youth, and families. Our work informs
action through rigorous research, developed by
directly engaging with partners.
Since 1985, Chapin Hall has grown from a staff
of five to more than 150, working in collaborative
teams on more than 120 active projects
sponsored by nonprofits, foundations, and all
levels of government.

WORK WITH US

OVERVIEW

Chapin Hall provides decision makers
with rigorous research and achievable
solutions to support them in improving
the lives of children, youth, and
families. We partner with all levels of
government, and with communitybased organizations and foundations,
to accelerate the use of evidence in
practice. We bring research, data, and
science into important conversations.

Chapin Hall practices applied
research. Our research expertise,
combined with years of field
experience, allows us to bridge
gaps. We bridge a knowledge gap
by creating research evidence about
what works best and for whom.
And we bridge the gap between
research and practice by identifying
and applying the best available
evidence to inform decisions about
policies and services.

To work with us, contact us at:

Chapin Hall staff
feel successful
when systems
operate better so
that services are
delivered to the
right kids, at the
right time, in the
right form. To do that we partner with
public systems and private agencies so
they can go forward and be confident
in the work they are doing.
BRYAN SAMUELS, MPP
Executive Director

Chapin Hall at the University
of Chicago
1313 East 60th St.
Chicago, IL 60637
P: 773-256-5100
chapinhall.org



@ Chapin_Hall

Chapin Hall’s history provided the seeds of this
applied approach. Chapin Hall was founded in
1860 as the Chicago Nursery and Half-Orphan
Asylum. As social policy at the federal and state
levels changed, Chapin Hall’s role also evolved.
In 1985, the organization reinvented itself as a
policy research center dedicated to improving the
lives of children and families—particularly those
facing substantial adversity and involved in public
systems. Dr. Harold Richman, the research center’s
founder and first executive director, brought a
unique vision of serving children and youth by
conducting applied research that informed policy
and practice. By partnering with public agencies,
foundations, and nonprofit groups, Chapin Hall
pioneered strategies for analyzing agency data
and developed analytic tools and systems for
monitoring child and youth outcomes.

OUR IMPACT AREAS:
MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Chapin Hall believes that evidence should drive
decisions. We combine rigorous research methods
and policy expertise to generate evidence and
support its use. Our efforts are focused on three
impact areas where we make a meaningful
difference: child welfare systems, community
capacity, and youth homelessness.
The three impact areas are complementary and
interactive: what we learn in one setting can be
translated and transferred to another. As we work
across these areas, we conduct and synthesize
research, evaluate what works for whom and
in what settings, and help partners transform
knowledge into sustainable, positive change.

Child Welfare
Child welfare systems serve millions
of children and families around the
world. Leaders, policymakers, and
practitioners want to do more to
use evidence to drive sustainable,
improved outcomes for children and
families whose lives are touched by
these systems. For decades, Chapin
Hall has researched the workings
of these systems and their impact
on the children and families they
support. We apply and translate
research to help child welfare
jurisdictions use evidence to promote
quality services and accountability.
We support the translation of
evidence to inform decisions about
which programs and services are
most effective, and for whom. We
shape public policy to advance the
use of evidence-based approaches
across the nation and the world.

Community Capacity
Community efforts are critical to reducing
risk and promoting resiliency among
children and families. Chapin Hall helps
communities leverage assets toward
sustainable change. We collaborate with
those who lead outreach and intervention
programs, before- and after-school
programs, and those who work in early
education and in juvenile court. We
translate evidence to guide practice,
promote growth in community capacity,
and study outcomes to learn the best
ways to help children and families thrive
in spite of adversity.

KEY CAPABILITIES:
RAISING THE BAR
Connecting rigorous research to everyday
practice means that Chapin Hall works with
providers, practitioners, and policymakers to
apply knowledge for lasting results for children
and families. Our ability to meet high standards,
to build on our staff expertise, and to grow, rests
on four key strategic capabilities:

We all need data
to make decisions
about how to make
lives better, yet
there’s a long road
between the data
that people see
every day and how
they make those decisions. Our job is
to walk with them on that journey, to
help people apply the knowledge and
experience they need to understand
and act. Chapin Hall’s applied research
agenda draws from the best science
to solve the practical problems facing
families, communities, and systems.
ANNE FARRELL, PHD
Director of Research

Youth Homelessness

Rigor

Innovation

Ending youth homelessness is a national
goal. Since launching Voices of Youth
Count, Chapin Hall has stepped into
a leadership role to determine how
to reach that goal. Our integrated,
multicomponent research provides a
nuanced understanding of the conditions
that lead to young people being homeless.
Our partners range from government
agencies, to local service providers, to the
affected youth themselves. With those
partners, we promote service innovation
and effectiveness, and work to improve
early intervention to prevent housing
instability for teens and young adults.

Chapin Hall designs and conducts
research that is theoretically informed,
precisely conducted, and effectively
translated to organizations and people
who can make a difference.

Chapin Hall informs human services
policy and practice through a unique
combination of approaches, including
mixed-methods research, predictive
analytics, geospatial analysis, and
participatory action research.

Integration
Chapin Hall provides an
interdisciplinary approach to identify
and change the conditions that
constrain well-being for children,
youth, and families, and to identify
and support factors that promote
resilience.

Influence
Chapin Hall produces findings that point
to actionable solutions to the challenges
our partners and colleagues face, and
communicates these solutions through
appropriate channels to targeted
audiences to accelerate positive change.

